Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Seventh Sunday of Easter Worship with Holy Communion
Baptism/Caring Collection/FB
May 17, 2026
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Monday:
Tuesday: 6:00 Council Mtg.
Wednesday: 9:00 Stone Church Cleaning
Thursday:
Friday: Pastor's Day Off
11:00 Stone Church WELCA Program
Saturday:
Sunday: 8:30 am Stone Church Worship Service w/Holy Communion/FB

followed by coffee

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in

need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Gathering Song: ELW #595“Jesus Loves Me”

1 Jesus loves mel! this | know, 2 Jesus loves me! he who died
for the Bible tells me so; heaven's gates to open wide;
little ones to him belong, he will wash away my sin,

they are weak, but he is strong. let his little child come in. R
(Refrain) 3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
Yes, Jesus loves me, close beside me all the way;
yes, Jesus loves me, when at last | come to die,

yes, Jesus loves me, he will take me home on high. R

the Bible tells me so.

Prayer of The Day

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Choir

Reading: Acts 1:6-14

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ® When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '©While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. "' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”



2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. ¥ When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. '* All these were constantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers. R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
'Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish
at the presence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
48ing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
| Am is that name, rejoice before God!
5In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
Syou give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
70O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9You sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
0Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!



Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 17:1-11

P: The holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent. #| glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. ° So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in
your presence before the world existed.

6“l have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ” Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you, &for the words that you gave to me | have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you, and
they have believed that you sent me. °| am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. "® All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in them. " And
now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as
we are one.” P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson

Hymn of the Day ELW #438 “My Lord, What a Morning”

(Refrain)

My Lord, what a morning; 2 You will hear the sinner cry,

my Lord, what a morning; to wake the nations underground,
oh, my Lord, what a morning, looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. when the stars begin to fall. R

1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 3 You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground, to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand, looking to my God's right hand,

when the stars begin to fall. R when the stars begin to fall. R



The Holy Baptism of Wesley Daniel Wieser

God gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water
and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ.

Parents and sponsors who do you present to be baptized?

We present Wesley Daniel.

Parent(s) called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your child baptized into Christ? | do.

You are entrusted with the responsibilities of bringing Wesley Daniel to worship,
teaching him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments. To teach him
how to pray, to read the scriptures, to trust God and to care for others through word and
deed.

Do you promise to help Wesley Daniel to grow in the Christian faith and life? | do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture your God-child, Wesley Daniel in the Christian faith
as you are empowered by God’s Spirit? | do.

People of God, do you promise to support Wesley Daniel and pray for him in his life in
Christ? We do.

Parents and Sponsors | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church. Do you renounce the forces that defy God, the devil, the
powers of this world that rebel against God and the ways of sin? | renounce them.

Along with the congregation let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Baptism

Wesley Daniel, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Congregation: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Sign of the Cross
Wesley Daniel, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

Candle
Jesus said, | am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Congregational Welcome
P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. C: We welcome you into the body of Christ.

Gift of Quilt
Caring Collection
Offering Collection

Offertory “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Words of Institution



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

First Communion: Savannah Kildahl

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 471, 661,

Sending Song: ELW #367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” vs 1,284

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds and by his presence stills all strife.

in praise of love that still abounds: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!

Repeat their song of glory here: 4 Adoring praises now we bring

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" and with the heav'nly blessed sing:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, to Spirit blest, most holy God,

therefore our heart with rapture sings: all the glory, never ending!

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Now still he comes to give us life

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Communion: Sheri Johnson, Ellen
Choir Director: Jake Olson Hongerholt, Denise Rostad
Reader: Ellen Hongerholt Usher: Duane Hegland

Baptized today is Wesley Daniel, son of Adam & Jenna Wieser
Wesley’s sponsors for baptism are Chris & Amber Kildahl.

Announcements

Roadside cleanup June 14" at 9:30 a.m. Please contact Jennifer Jarchow for more
information.

Summer Worship Schedule

8:30am Sunday Morning Worship at the Stone Church followed by coffee hour.
May 24 Memorial Day- September 6 Labor Day

Everyone is invited to bring cookies to share following worship service at the Stone
Church in the summer. Coffee will be provided.

15t Sunday of each month Noisy Offering
34 Sunday of each month Non-Communion Worship & Caring Collection

June 21 Caring Collection Mac & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce
July 19 Caring Collection Cereal (please no Cheerios)
August 16 Caring Collection Peanut Butter & Jelly



