Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
with Holy Communion/Noisy Offering Collection/FB
October 4, 2026

Monday: 2:00 Ruth Circle
Tuesday: 4:00 Potato/Squash Peeling/Cutting
Wednesday: 4:00 Fall Supper
Thursday:
Friday:
Pastor’s Day Off
Saturday:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/FB

10:30 a.m. Coffee Hr./Sunday School Stained Glass Window
Walk/Confirmation/S.C. Cemetery mtg.

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Silence is kept for reflection.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Gathering Song: ELW #803 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” vs 1-3

1 When | survey the wondrous cross all the vain things that charm me most,

on which the prince of glory died, | sacrifice them to his blood.

my richest gain | count but loss

and pour contempt on all my pride. 3 See, from his head, his hands, his
feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

save in the death of Christ, my God,; or thorns compose so rich a crown?



Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] P If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have

more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. 8 More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 0| want to know Christ and the power
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ' if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. '3 Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '*1 press on toward the goal, toward the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:7-15

"Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
®You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
'"The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
" You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
2Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
4Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
Sbehold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.



Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 3 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. *° But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. ¢ Again he sent other slaves, more than the first,
and they treated them in the same way. *’ Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’ ¢ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *° So they seized him, threw him
out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?” #' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. “* The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces,
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them. “6 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson



Hymn of the Day ELW #638 “Blessed Assurance”

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, angels descending bring from above
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. echoes of mercy, whispers of love. R
(Refrain) 3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;

This is my story, this is my song, I in my Savior am happy and blest,
praising my Savior, all the day long: watching and waiting, looking above,
this is my story, this is my song, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
praising my Savior all the day long. R

Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.



Prayers of Intercession:
P: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Noisy Offering Collection
Offering Collection

Offertory “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 471, 468, 595



Sending Song: ELW #826 “Thine the Amen” vs 1,3&5
1 Thine the amen thine the praise

alleluias angels raise

thine the everlasting head

thine the breaking of the bread

thine the glory thine the story

thine the harvest then the cup

thine the vineyard then the cup

is lifted up lifted up.

3 Thine the truly thine the yes
thine the table we the guest
thine the mercy all from thee
thine the glory yet to be

then the ringing and the singing
then the end of all the war
thine the living thine the loving
evermore evermore.

5 Thine the glory in the night

no more dying only light

thine the river thine the tree

then the Lamb eternally

then the holy holy holy

celebration jubilee

thine the splendor thine the brightness
only thee only thee.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Communion: Cheryl Eaton, Cheryl
Choir Director: Jake Olson Skifton, Lisa Kohnen

Reader: Cheryl Eaton Usher: Easton Kildahl, Macsen Hegland
Acolytes: Adelyn Hegland-Tarr, Tarr, Duane Hegland

Savannah Kildahl

Wednesday October 7" Cross of Christ Annual Fall Supper

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. CARRY OUTS and LIMITED IN-HOUSE SEATING.
Menu: Meatballs/Gravy, Real Mashed Potatoes, 2 Salads, Green Beans,
Home Grown Squash, Apple Pie. Cost: $15.00.

Sunday Octobers 18th Caring Collection we are collecting laundry detergent and toilet

paper.



