
Cross of Christ Lutheran 
Church Council Minutes 

April 21, 2026 

6:00 pm  

Mission Statement: “As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to joyfully proclaim the gospel of 
Christ in word and deed, inviting people to worship together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, 
loving one another and serving a world in need.” 
 

Officers P A Pastors P A Cabinet P A Cabinet P A 

Bob Carlson 
(President) 

X  Pastor Dana 
Jackson 

X  Larry Jerviss 
(Finance) 

X  Ellen Hongerholt 
(Stewardship) 

X  

Jessica Boettger 
(Vice President) 

X     Amy Wood 
(Youth & Family) 

X  Dave Runningen 
(Personnel) 

 X 

Marsha Benson 
(Secretary) 

X     Mike Markegard 
(C of C Building) 

X  Gayle Smith 
(Worship & Music) 

X  

Patrick Forsyth 
(Financial Admin.) 

X     Chuck Halvorson 
(C of C Grounds) 

X  Heather Reay 
(Education) 

X  

Karen Christensen 
(Financial Sec.) 

 X    Jennifer Jarchow 
(Evangelism) 

X  Wayne Runningen 
(Stone Church) 

X  

      Lyn Halvorson 
(President WELCA) 

X  Mason Krings 
(Youth Rep.) 

 X 

 

a. Call to order – 6:00 pm 
President:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Council: Amen. 

b. Devotions – We prayed the Lord’s Prayer. 
c. Review of the Agenda – Mike made a motion to approve the agenda; Chuck seconded the motion. 

Motion carried unanimously.  
d. Reports – 

a. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Dana’s May Council Report -Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, 
April 26th. The confirmands are Tatum Bartsch, Delaney Erickson, Alivia Halvorson, Asher 
Meyer and Garret Reay.  
New member Sunday is May 3rd.  
The Baccalaureate Worship is being planned by Pastor Ed Clay for Wednesday, May 27th at 
7 pm. Pastor Dana is unable to participate this year due to a previous commitment. 
Summer Worship Schedule: 8:30 am Sunday morning Worship at the Stone Church, May 
24 Memorial Day – September 6 Labor Day.  
 1st Sunday of each month – Noisy Offering.  
 3rd Sunday of each month Non-Communion Worship and Caring Collection.  
 The Caring Collection as follows:  June 21 – Mac & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce 
                July 19 – Cereal (please no Cheerios) 
               August 16 – Peanut Butter & Jelly. 

b. President’s Report: No Report. 
c. Secretary’s Report: Ellen made a motion to approve March17, 2026, Council Meeting 

minutes, seconded by Lyn. Motion passed unanimously. 



d. Financial Administrator’s Report: Patrick stated that March’s net income was $1,791.08. 
Both giving and expenses were down in March. It’s close to budget, but still better than the 
budget.  Jess made a motion to accept the Financial Administrator’s report; Amy seconded 
the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

e. Cabinet Reports – 
a. Education: Education had a successful year, which ended last Sunday. 
b. Evangelism: We are preparing for the roadside clean-up. 
c. Finance: There was a good crowd at both Easter services. There was a good offering and 

$285 was collected in the noisy offering. 
d.  Personnel: No Report. 
e. Cross of Christ Grounds: They will mow tomorrow. This is the last year of the lawn and 

cemetery mowing contract. True Green and Beth George are ready to begin. 
f. Cross of Christ Building: Eric of Cathedral Crafts came and got measurements of the 

window openings. Our stain glass windows are now on the worktables, preparing for 
cleaning and repairs. Mike and Ann Markegard cleaned 250 chairs in the fellowship hall. We 
want to give them a huge thank you!  

g. Stone Church and Cemetery: La Crosse Memorial will be coming to gently remove the 
Vathing stone so that the stump grinder can come to grind and clean up the rest of the huge 
tree that was removed last year. The stones should be back in place and straight in line in 
June. 

h.  Stewardship and Mission: We have less than $3,000 to meet the total cost of the window 
project. $103,902.88 has been pledged. $70,802.88 of that has already been received. 
Ellen asked about adding information in the church newsletter. It was decided to stream 
stories or tell stories during church to reach more parishioners than we would in the 
newsletter.  

i. Worship and Music: No Report. 
j. Youth and Family: Easter breakfast was a success, with $750 raised. We have 5 campers 

going to Bible Camp. The Legion has donated $500 towards the student camp trips. 

k. WELCA: Thirty-one churches were invited to the Synod conference held at Cross of Christ 
on April 18th. Sixty people attended, with 19 or 20 from our congregation. WELCA paid the 
fees for the Cross of Christ members. Thanks to the men of our congregation who prepared 
and served the lunch.   

f. Old Business – A question came up regarding how people can get to the summer Sunday services 
at the Stone Church. In the past it has been announced that rides will be provided if anyone needs 
a ride. No one has requested rides in the past.  

g. New Business – Jess reminded the cabinet leaders to work on setting their goals. Think about 
future spiritual needs, what to do next, be visionary. 

h. Open Discussion – It was agreed to take a break and not have a July council meeting. Because of 
board members’ prior commitments, we will change the June meeting to June 9th instead of June 
16th. 

i. Calendar – Up Coming events…… 

• April 26   9:30 a.m. Confirmation Sunday Worship w/Holy 
Communion/FB 
   10:30 a.m. Coffee hour 



• April 29  9:00 a.m. WELCA Kitchen clean-up  
• May 3   9:30 a.m. New Member Sunday Worship w/Holy    

   Communion/Baptism/Noisy Offering/FB10:30 a.m. Coffee hr. 
   10:30 a.m. Coffee hour 

• May 4   2:00 p.m. Ruth Circle 
• May 10 & 11  9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion/FB 

   10:30 a.m. Cemetery Meeting 
• May 15 & 16  9:00 a.m. Hobby Huddle 
• May 17  9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion/Baptism/C.C. 
• May 19  6:00 Council Meeting 
• May 20  9:00 a.m. Stone Church Spring Cleaning 
• May 22  11:00 a.m. Stone Church Program 
• May 24  8:30 a.m. Stone Church Sunday Worship w/Holy 

Communion/FB 
• May 25  Memorial Day – Office Closed 
• May 31  8:30 a.m. Stone Church Sunday Worship w/Holy 

Communion/FB 

Benediction President: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit order our days and our deeds in his 
peace. Amen 

Meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

Respectfully, 

Marsha Benson, Secretary 

Cross of Christ Church Council 


