Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Fifth Sunday of Easter Worship Service w/Holy Communion
Senior Recognition/Last Day of Sunday School/FB
Sunday April 28, 2024

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday: 11:00 Prayer Group
2:00 Ruth Circle (Date Change)
6:00 Confirmation Practice & Pictures (Simple Supper)

Thursday:

Friday: Pastor’s Day Off

Saturday: 9:00 4-H

Sunday: 9:30 Sixth Sunday of Easter Worship Service w/Holy Communion

Noisy Offering/FB
10:30 Coffee Hour

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Gathering Song: ELW #661 “I Love to Tell the Story”

1 | love to tell the story 2 | love to tell the story:

of unseen things above, how pleasant to repeat

of Jesus and his glory, what seems, each time | tell it,
of Jesus and his love. more wonderfully sweet!

| love to tell the story, | love to tell the story,
because | know it's true; for some have never heard

it satisfies my longings the message of salvation

as nothing else would do. from God's own holy word. R
(Refrain) 3 | love to tell the story,

I love to tell the story; for those who know it best
‘twill be my theme in glory seem hungering and thirsting
to tell the old, old story to hear it like the rest.

of Jesus and his love. And when, in scenes of glory,

| sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that | have loved so long. R

Prayer of the Day:

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Confirmation Bell Choir




Reading: 1John 4:7-21
‘Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. °In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. *'Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. *°No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

2By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. **And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior
of the world. *>God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. °*So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. *’Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. *®There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. **We love because he first loved us. “°Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. *'The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:25-31
“>From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
“The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
2’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
?For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
»Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
39Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”



Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 15:1-8

P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. °You have already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to

you. “Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °| am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. *Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for

you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson

Hymn of the Day: Hymn #574 “Here | Am, Lord”

1", the Lord of sea and sky,

| have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin

my hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night,

| will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall | send?"

(Refrain)

Here l am, Lord. Is it |, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night.
| will go, Lord, if you lead me.

| will hold your people in my heart.

2 "l, the Lord of snow and rain,
| have borne my people's pain.
| have wept for love of them.
They turn away.

| will break their hearts of stone,
give them heatrts for love alone.
| will speak my word to them.
Whom shall | send?" R

3"l, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.

| will set a feast for them.

My hand will save.

Finest bread | will provide

till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them.
Whom shall | send?" R



Senior Recognition & Quilt Presentation
Seniors Recognized during our worship service today are Jordon Beeman, Ethan
Frauenkron and Violet Srock.

Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Prayers of Intercession:
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Offering Collection



Offertory Hymn# 186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

First Communion — Elin Kohnen
Invitation to Communion Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 542,697,838,536



Sending Song: ELW # 677 “This Little Light of Mine”

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2 Ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Reader: Jenelle Lemke

Choir Director: Jake Olson Communion: Susan Ferries, Sherry
Acolytes: Cadience Frauenkron, Claire Lundak, Denise Rostad

Frauenkron Usher: Atreyu Florin, Volunteer, Duane
Prayers of intercession: Volunteer Hegland

WELCA Quilt Drawing Tickets sold today after worship

$2.00 Donation per Ticket

Drawing held Summer of 2024

Contacts: Elsie Olson (507) 896—2236 Judy Munson (507) 459-1591

May 5" Noisy Offering Collection

May 19th Caring Collection Items we are collecting: Cereal (not Cheerios), pasta and
spaghetti.




