Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Second Sunday of Christmas Worship
with Holy Communion/Noisy Offering Collection/FB
January 4, 2026

Monday: 2:00 Ruth Circle

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday: Pastor's Day Off

Saturday:

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/FB
10:30 a.m. Coffee hr./Sunday School, Club 56 & Confirmation
Stone Church Cemetery meeting

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Silence is kept for reflection.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Gathering Song: ELW #275 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” vs. 1&2

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
wing your flight o'er all the earth; watching o'er your flocks by night,
once you sang creation's story, God with us is now residing,

now proclaim Messiah's birth: yonder shines the infant light.

Come and worship, come and worship, Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king. worship Christ, the newborn king.



Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
"Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back;
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
0 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
" For the Lord has ransomed Jacob
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oill,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy;
| will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 147:12-20

12\Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

3who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

4 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

5 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

6 God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

7 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

'8 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

9 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

20The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God'’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12
P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'1n the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the
east came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, #and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. ® They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been
written by the prophet:

6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.



"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay
him homage.” ® When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. '®When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with

joy. ' On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Dana Jackson

Hymn of the Day ELW #288 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;

ox and ass before him bow,

and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!

He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!



Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Prayers of Intercession:
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Noisy Offering Collection
Offering Collection

Offertory Hymn #186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
and renew a right spirit within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
Cast me not away from your presence, and uphold me with your free Spirit.



Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 296, 294, 292,



Sending Song: ELW #290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

(Refrain)

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens

there shone a holy light. R

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior's birth. R

3 Down in a lonely manger

the humble Christ was born;

and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn. R

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Communion: Denise Rostad, Linda
Choir Director: Jake Olson Marks, Lisa Kohnen

Acolytes: Holdyn Lund, Macy Jarchow Usher: Elin Kohnen,

Reader: Lisa Kohnen Duane Hegland

Announcements

Sunday January 18th Caring Collection we will be collecting toothbrushes, toothpaste,

cereal (no cheerios).
Sunday January 26t Cross of Christ Annual Meeting following worship service.




