
 

Cross of Christ Church Council 
 

Minutes of April 20, 2021 Meeting 

 
Officers P A Pastors P A Cabinets P A Cabinets P A 

Eileen Hegland 

(President) 

X  Linda  

McPeak 

X  Amy Kulas 

(Finance) 

X  Krin Abraham 
(Personnel) 

X  

Jill Hahn 

(Vice President) 

X      Jessica Brand 
(Youth & Family) 

 X Kathy Olson 
(Worship & Music) 

X  

Paige Markegard 

(Secretary) 

X     Keith Herek 
(C of C Building) 

 X Alysia Woodard 
(Education) 

 X 

Patrick Forsyth  

(Fin Admin) 

X     Wayne Runningen 
 (Stone Church Bldg) 

X  Ellen Hongerholt 
(Stewardship) 

X  

Amanda 

Langheinrich 

(Financial Sec) 

 X    Trent Edwards  
(C of C Grounds) 

X  Sue Ferris 

(W/ELCA)   

X  

      Holly Westby 
(Evangelism) 

X  Vacant 
(Youth Rep) 

  

 

President Eileen Hegland called the Zoom video conference meeting to order at 6:01 pm.  

 
Pr. Linda’s devotion was about the recent verdict for the Chauvin trial today. She prays for George Floyd’s family 

and Chauvin’s family. This can be an emotional time for many, and she prays that this bring them peace.  

 
1. REPORTS: 

 

a. Senior Pastor’s Report for March 16, 2021 – April 20, 2021 
i. Membership Activity:           

1. Funerals/Memorial Services: Steven Bergsgaard (graveside) April 17, 2021 

2. Baptism: none 

ii. Pastoral Acts (these are not all-inclusive, but intended to give the council a good deal of 

guidance): 

1. Visitations, sharing word and sacrament have resumed with extra care and caution. 

2. Online and phone Pastoral Care - Ongoing exchanges with youth, individuals and 

families who desire to be in conversation about how God is at work in their lives 

through health, healing, grief, faith questions, doubts, challenges, and formation.  

3. Weekly staff meeting with Office Admin, Children’s Ministry Director and 

Custodians. 

4. Worship & Music 

a. Lenten Midweek Wednesday Worship continued through March 24th 

b. Drive thru communion Sunday, March 21, April 4, and April 18. Will 

continue only through May16th. 

c. Holy Week Worship 

i. March 28th Palm Sunday (82 attendance in-person) with palm 

procession outside youth and adults, special animal guest, Tootsie 

Roll, Natalie Skifton’s rabbit.  

ii. Maundy Thursday worship April 1 (92 attendance in-person)– 

celebration first communion for 15 students - 5th Grade: Clayton 

Brand, Atreyu Florin, Karlee Frauenkron, Neveah Seekamp, Jason 

Ulmen, and Eliza Woodard and 6th Grade: Isaac Brand, Lilly Coil, 

Arlo Hunt, Elijah Hunt, Lydia Knutson, Maren Kulas, Madasen 

Lynch, Claire Reay, and Kyleigh Seekamp. 

iii. Good Friday service of light and darkness (18 attendance in-

person) 
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iv. Holy Saturday Easter decorating April 3 

v. Easter Services; 7 am (75 attendance in-person) and 10:15 am (67 

attendance in-person) 

d. Upcoming: Rural Life Sunday, April 25, 2021, Sunday School finale May 

16th, Affirmation of Baptism Confirmation Sunday May 23rd, Graduating 

Senior Recognition Sunday June 6. Summer worship schedule including 

the Stone Church at 8:30 am and in town 10:15 begins Sunday, May 30th. 

e. Join us this summer for “Worship in the Garden” two Wednesdays a 

month at 5:45pm. Bring a blanket or lawn chair. Weather permitting if 

weather interferes the contingency plan is to worship inside. These relaxed 

services will feature a variety of outdoor themes with Holy Communion 

and allow you to get in the open air to worship God in a beautiful setting. 

They will also provide an opportunity in those weeks when you are 

traveling or committed elsewhere on the weekend(s) to stay connected in 

prayer and community here. June 9th, June 23rd, July 7th, July 21st, 

August 4th, August 18th 

5. Online Zoom Coffee Hour fellowship Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. Will continue 

at this time. 

6. Confirmation in-person – 3/24 Forgiveness and Healing, 4/7 World Religions, and 

4/14 Christian Churches. Proceeding with preparations for Jordon Beeman, Cade 

Christensen, and Ethan Frauenkron to affirm their baptism (Confirmation) on May 

23 10:15 am worship service. 

7. Weekly Church time, every Thursday at 10 at Heritage Court in person. 

8. Weekly church time at VVHCR Wednesdays at 10 am for in-person 

worship/church time. 

9. Meet Up and Eat Up to resume Mondays and Wednesdays beginning June 7, 2021.  

Planning meeting Thursday, April 29 @ 6:30 pm 

iii. Participation in the ministry of our larger Church and Community: 

1. Participated by invitation to be a stakeholder, in the Houston School District 

Superintendent search. Participated by observing and providing feedback on the 

final round of 3 Superintendent candidates. Grateful for the privilege. 

2. Board meeting of the Houston Area Community Foundation Tuesday, April 6. 

iv. Personal: 

1. Vacation April 9-12 with Sunday off April 11th online only. Worship provided by 

SEMN Synod and Good Earth Village. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Pastor, Linda McPeak 

 

Pr. Linda wanted to state that May 16th will be the last day for drive through communion for the 

summer. Regular communion will still happen during regular worship services. If others wish to 

receive communion during a different time due to special circumstances, they should contact Pr. 

Linda directly. Confirmation Sunday is May 23rd. Senior quilt Sunday is set for June 6th. Church 

will start at the stone church on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday May 30th. Worship in the Garden 

will also start up again this summer, starting June 9th. It will take place two Wednesday’s a month. 

Lastly, she wanted to thank the council for allowing her to take the Sunday after Easter off.  

 

b. President’s Report:   

i. Eileen’s report is below:  

 

Monday, March 29th, I attended an online gathering hosted by the Southeastern Minnesota 

Synod. The topic was "Grow Giving Through the ELCA's Congregational Financial 

Assessment". 
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At the zoom meeting, I learned about a free tool and website https://resourcefulservants 

.org/congregations/ that is available to churches. This site is for self-assessment in 5 areas: 

Human Resources, Finance, Accounting, Risk Management and Stewardship. With a 5-

digit code provided by the ELCA, we would be able to set up information about Cross of 

Christ, invite colleagues to join and start the assessment through 21 best practices. We 

would have the opportunity to see where our strengths are and where there is room for 

improvement. 

 

There was so much information provided at this meeting that it was a bit overwhelming. 

The speaker, Steve Oelschlager, was excellent. He talked about how and why this website 

was created.  Here are some of my notes from the meeting: 

 

 Why do we exist? 

o We are in the business of feeding people 

o Be in the bread business 

 What are people hungry and thirsty for? 

 How do we feed all the people? 

 We need organization to manage it  

o All things are important 

Not only is this a place for self-assessment, there's a discussion area for peer to peer 

sharing and an opportunity to learn from other congregations. 

 What's working and what isn't? 

 How do we train the younger generation? 

 What resources do we have to teach others about the workings of the church? 

o One congregation mentioned that they made a video to train their ushers. 

What a great idea! 

 

Did you know there is a website, www.techsoup.org, where nonprofits can get deals on 

hardware and software? 

 

This resource is something I'd like to explore and learn more about in the coming year. If 

anyone else is interested, please let me know. 

 

Eileen Hegland 

 

Eileen wanted to highlight that she has enjoyed receiving more info from the Synod. Due 

to COVID it’s been easier to attend these types of meetings and presentations because 

everything is online.  

 

c. Secretary’s Report:   
i. Ellen Hongerholt made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 16, 2021 meeting. 

Jill Hahn seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the meeting. Motion carried 

unanimously.   
d. Financial Administrator’s Report: 

i. March Results:  

1. March ended $447 behind budget. Giving and other revenue were $1,186 below 

budget, and expenses were $739 below budget. For the year, we are $2,908 behind 

budget. Both expenses and revenue are below budget. Giving is down about 

$5,347 compared with budget year to date.  

ii. Wayne Runningen made a motion to approve the March financial administrators report. 

Kathy Olson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

e. Financial Secretary’s Report:  
i. Amanda Absent. Financial report is included in council packet.  

2. CABINET REPORTS: 
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a. Education:  
i. Alysia absent. No report.   

b. Evangelism:  

i. Holly didn’t have anything new to report.  

c. Finance:   
i. Amy had nothing to report.  

d. Personnel:   
i. Krin had nothing to report.  

e. C of C Grounds:  

i. Trent reported that Eileen and Pr. Linda approached him regarding landscaping and lawn 

needs for the church. We got a bid from Sunshine Lawncare. Sunshine quoted us $320 a 

year for fertilizing the lawn, but we have not asked them for other quotes for mulching, 

weeding, etc. Trent feels that we could get some volunteers to help with weeding and it 

would likely only take 3-4 hours. He recommends that we also purchase new mulch to put 

down as it hasn’t been replenished in two – three years. The current budget for grounds is 

$250, so with fertilizing, we’d be over for the year, but Patrick feels that we can find 

money elsewhere for the overage as well as for new mulch. Patrick will look into getting 

more funds for the mulch and will let us know what he finds out at the next meeting. Trent 

will also go ahead and order the fertilizer from Cox’s and will let Sunshine Lawncare know 

that we want to move forward with their proposal. Pr. Linda mentioned that if Trent has 

days in mind for weeding and mulching, he should let Amanda know of possible dates so 

she can spread the word. Trent will bring some quotes for mulching to the next meeting as 

well as possible dates for weeding, mulching and tree trimming.  

f. C of C Building:   
i. Keith absent. No report.  

g. Stone Church:   

i. Wayne reported that we now have a deed for the Cemetery at the Stone Church after many 

years of not having one. This was all accomplished for $1,030 for the survey and lawyer 

fees. This was much less than what they anticipated. This is a good thing to have 

accomplished.   

ii. Cemetery clean-up is set for Saturday, May 8th at 9am.  

h. Stewardship & Missions:  

i. Ellen had nothing new to report.   

i. Worship & Music:   

i. Kathy had nothing new to report.  

j. Youth & Family:   

i. Jessica absent. No report.  

k. W/ELCA:  
i. Susan wanted to know when WELCA should do cleaning day at the Stone Church before 

opening May 30th. Pr. Linda and Eileen told Susan they can schedule it for whenever works 

for them. Susan will pass the info on to WELCA members and they will pick a date.  

3. OLD BUSINESS:   
a. Stone Church Cabinet Vacancy: 

i. Wayne Runningen has accepted the position for Stone Church cabinet head.  

ii. Susan Ferris made a motion to appoint Wayne Runningen as our new cabinet head of the 

Stone Church cabinet. Amy Kulas seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

4. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Global Mission Money: 

i. We have four buckets for missions that are funded by our endowment interest each year. 

Pr. Linda received an e-mail from the Synod regarding 40 Together. It's a campaign raising 

money for our ministry partners in Tanzania and Colombia as well as faith-based 

communities along the border of Mexico. Due to the pandemic, these areas are in need of 

additional funds to help support hunger, healthcare, education and daily support. This 
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campaign is accepting donations through the end of April. Some suggested giving amounts 

were $1 for every member in our congregation, which is 720, or we can determine the 

amount on our own. We currently have $11,380 in the endowment fund for world 

missions. Eileen suggested maybe we round up to $1,000. Krin mentioned we have used 

these endowment funds for helping pay our Synod fees. With the summer coming up, we 

may want to consider keeping some of that money in the fund to meet those obligations.  

ii. Eileen made a motion to donate $1,000 to 40 Together campaign out of our global mission 

fund. Krin Abraham seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

iii. Pr. Linda will contact Patrick to get the funds distributed to the Synod.  

b. Houston School District Request: 

i. Pr. Linda received a request from Anna Frauenkron from the high school requesting the 

use of some of our round tables, water pitchers and bread baskets for a dinner that they are 

putting on at the school for prom on Saturday, May 1st. The executive team didn’t have 

any issues with this, and WELCA also approved the use. The items will be returned 

Sunday, May 2nd. The council didn’t need to approve this, but Pr. Linda and the executive 

team felt the council should be aware.  

5. OPEN DISCUSSION: 
a. Trent brought up that he had someone approach him about the little free pantry location. This 

person felt the location may get too warm in the summer heat and also felt it isn’t as private, so 

others are out in the open when they are taking from it and may feel embarrassed or too out in the 

open to use it. This person suggested moving it to the back of the church. Pr. Linda mentioned that 

the location was decided upon by the council last year when we put it in. The council determined 

this was the best location for it due to variances from sidewalks and tree roots, etc. It was turned 

last summer so it wouldn’t be in the direct sunlight. The council felt this was sufficient. Pr. Linda 

mentioned that if Trent wants to have further discussion about it and to go over the council minutes 

from last year, he should call her. Pr. Linda mentioned that we could put out another announcement 

about the little free pantry. Jill mentioned putting signage on it about the food shelf and the hours 

so people are aware that it exists. Pr. Linda liked this idea.  

6. Upcoming Events: 

a. April 21, 28, May 5, 12 VVH&R worship service, Prayer group, confirmation, and Club 56 

b. April 22, 29, May 6, 13 HC worship service 

c. April 25, May 2, 9 (Baptism), 16 Worship Service; May 2, 16 Holy Communion 

d. April 25 Rural Life Sunday 

e. April 27-29 (Mary on Jury Duty) 

f. April 29 Bible briefing; Meet up and Eat Up Planning Meeting 

g. May 2 4-H, VBS Planning Meeting 

h. May 5 Roadside Clean-up 

i. May 11 Executive meeting 

j. May 12 Last night of Confirmation and Club 56 

k. May 16 Last Day of Sunday School 

l. May 17-21 Church Office Closed (Amanda on Vacation) 

m. May 18 Church council 

n. May 19 Confirmation pictures and rehearsal 

o. May 23 Confirmation Sunday with Holy Communion 

p. May 30 Worship Stone Church and Cross of Christ 

q. June 6 Graduating Senior Recognition Sunday 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Paige Markegard, Secretary 

CROSS OF CHRIST CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 


