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Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost Worship
with Holy Communion/FB
October 25, 2026

Pastor’s Day Off

2:00 p.m. WELCA Thank Offering Program/Election of Officers
Halloween

8:30 a.m. Choir

9:30 a.m. All Saints Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion/Noisy
Offering/FB

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Confirmation/Coffee Hr.

11:30 a.m. Roadside Cleanup

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in

need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Silence is kept for reflection.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Gathering Song: ELW #836 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
God of glory, Lord of love! earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, stars and angels sing around thee,
praising thee, their sun above. center of unbroken praise.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Field and forest, vale and mountain,
drive the gloom of doubt away. flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,

Giver of immortal gladness, chanting bird, and flowing fountain

fill us with the light of day. call us to rejoice in thee.



3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;

teach us how to love each other,

lift us to the joy divine!

Prayer of The Day

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Choir

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

'You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,
we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or

trickery, 4but, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message
of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals but to please God, who tests our
hearts. ® As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or
with a pretext for greed, ® nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from
others, ”though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children.

8So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1
"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
41t is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.



5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, *>and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test

him. %6 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” °’ He said to him,
““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” *® This is the greatest and first commandment. *° And a second is like it: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ *° On these two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets.” P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson
Hymn of the Day ELW #661 “l Love to Tell the Story”

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,

of Jesus and his love.

| love to tell the story,
because | know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

(Refrain)

| love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.



2 | love to tell the story:

how pleasant to repeat

what seems, each time | tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!

| love to tell the story,

for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word. R

3 | love to tell the story,

for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.

And when, in scenes of glory,
| sing the new, new song,

I'll sing the old, old story

that | have loved so long. R

Apostle’s Creed
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.



Prayers of Intercession:
P: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Offering Collection

Offertory “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 697,773,779



Sending Song: ELW #631 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” vs 1&3
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion,

pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation,

enter ev'ry trembling heart.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Gayle Smith Communion: Lisa Skifton, Larry Jerviss,
Choir Directors: Jo Ann Miller, Jake Olson Natalie Skifton

Reader: Teddi Nastor-Whitney Usher: Junior Pich, Robbie Carlson,
Acolytes: Claire Srock, Taya Evenson Duane Hegland

Announcements

Sunday November 15t Noisy Offering Collection/Daylight Savings.

Sunday November 1st All Saints Sunday. Consider bringing a photo of a loved one to
place on the altar as we remember those who have died.

November 15t Roadside Cleanup. CofC will provide bags and approved safety vests.
Contact Jen Jarchow if you have questions or need more information.

All volunteers between the ages of 12-17 must have written consent of a parent or legal
guardian to participate; these forms are available in the narthex.

Sunday November 15" Caring Collection we are collecting cereal (no Cheerios) and
canned fruit.

SAVE THE DATE - November 215t WELCA will be hosting the annual holiday
bazaar. As always we encourage and appreciate your continued support by donating
baked goods, candy, preserves, produce, and crafts. Watch for more details to follow
soon.




