Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany with Holy Communion/FB
February 8, 2026

Monday: 9:00 Quilting Day

Tuesday: 9:00 Quilting Day

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday: Pastor’s Day Off

Saturday:

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/FB

10:30 a.m. Coffee hr./Sunday School, Club 56 & Confirmation
Stone Church Cemetery mtg.

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Silence is kept for reflection.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Gathering Song: ELW #532 “Gather Us In” vs 1,3&4
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming,

now is the darkness vanished away;

see in this space our fears and our dreamings

brought here to you in the light of this day.

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,

gather us in, the blind and the lame;

call to us now, and we shall awaken,

we shall arise at the sound of our name.



3 Here we will take the wine and the water,

here we will take the bread of new birth,

here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,

give us to eat the bread that is you;

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining,

not in some heaven, light years away--

but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,

gather us in and make us your own;

gather us in, all peoples together,

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Prayer of the Day

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By
your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to
do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Choir

Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
TWhen | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the testimony of
God to you with superior speech or wisdom. ?For | decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in
much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words
of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, °so that your faith might
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or
of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. ” But we speak God’s wisdom, a
hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the
rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. °But, as it is written,

“‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—



0God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. ' For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that
is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of

God. >Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so
that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
" Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5|t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
6 For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] "*“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. "> People do not
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. ' In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.



7“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have come not
to abolish but to fulfill. ' For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. '® Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kihngdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. 2°For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson

Hymn of the Day ELW #715 “Christ, Be Our Light” vs 1,2&5

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

(Refrain)

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. R

5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. R



Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Prayers of Intercession:
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Offering Collection

Offertory Hymn #186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Words of Institution



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

Congregation Response: All are welcome.
The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 542, 608, 623, 629

Sending Song: ELW #543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

1 "Go, my children, with my blessing, Here you heard my dear Son's story,

never alone. here you touched him, saw his glory.

Waking, sleeping, | am with you, Go, my children, sins forgiven,

you are my own. at peace and pure."

In my love's baptismal river

| have made you mine forever. 3 "Go, my children, fed and nourished,

Go, my children, with my blessing, closer to me.

you are my own." Grow in love and love by serving,
joyful and free.

2 "Go, my children, sins forgiven, Here my Spirit's power filled you,

at peace and pure. here my tender comfort stilled you.

Here you learned how much | love you, Go, my children, fed and nourished,

what | can cure. joyful and free."

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Communion: Rae Evenson, Ruth
Choir Director: Jake Olson Kempter, Carrie Herek

Acolytes: Natalie Hagen, Macy Jarchow Usher: Helen Kulas, Robbie Carlson,
Reader: Marnie Srock Duane Hegland

Announcements

Sunday February 15" Caring Collection we will be collecting pasta sauce, pasta, cereal
(no cheerios).

Coffee hour host volunteers are needed for February 15" and March 15,
Please notify the church office if you are available to host.




