Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN
507-896-3102

Third Sunday in Lent Worship with Holy Communion/FB
March 8, 2026

THIRD SUNDAY

Monday: 9:00 Quilting Day

Tuesday: 9:00 Quilting Day

Wednesday: 6:30 Holden Evening Worship

Thursday:

Friday: Pastor’s Day Off

Saturday:

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/Caring Collection/FB

10:30 a.m. Coffee hr./Sunday School, Club 56 & Confirmation
1st Communion Class/S.C. Cemetery mtg.

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Gathering Prayer
Choose this day whom you will serve;

We will choose the living God.

The road is narrow that leads to life;

We will walk the way of Christ.

Faith is holding on;
Faith is letting go.

We offer more than words, O God;
We offer you our lives.

Jesus said: Take up your cross.
We will follow you, O Christ,
Into the needs of the world,
Into the truth of our lives,
Into the pain of our hearts,
Into the presence of God.
Amen.

Gathering Song: ELW #533 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” vs 1,3&5

1 Open now thy gates of beauty,
Zion, let me enter there,

where my soul in joyful duty

waits for God who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
filled with solace, light, and grace!

3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted,
here thy seed is duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted,

Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all | hear may be
fruitful unto life in me.

5 Speak, O God, and | will hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;

may | undisturbed draw near thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;

here is balm for all our woes.

' From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages,
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the
people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the
people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”



4 S0 Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready
to stone me.” ®The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and
go. 81 will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. ” He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95
' Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6 Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
"For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
®There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
0 Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
"Indeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.””
Gospel Acclamation
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.



Gospel: John 4:5-30

P: The holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was
sitting by the well. It was about noon.

” A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) ® The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common with Samaritans.) ' Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living water.” ' The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? '2 Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from
it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ' but
those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” '®* The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming
here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 7 The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘Il have no
husband,” '8 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” '® The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a
prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 2! Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation
is from the Jews. 22 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. 2* God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2° The
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “| am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with
her?” 2 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, 2°“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot be
the Messiah, can he?” 0 They left the city and were on their way to him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson



Hymn of the Day ELW #658 “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” vs 1,3&4
1 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts,

the fount of life, the light of all:

from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts

we turn, unfilled, to hear your call.

3 For you our restless spirits yearn,
where'er our changing lot is cast;
glad, when your smile on us you turn,
blest, when by faith we hold you fast.

4 O Jesus, ever with us stay!

Make all our moments fair and bright!
Oh, chase the night of sin away!
Shed o'er the world your holy light.

Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.



Prayers of Intercession:
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Offering Collection

Offertory “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 623, 629, 631, 638



Sending Song: ELW #618 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,

pilgrim through this barren land. shield me with your mighty arm,

| am weak, but you are mighty; shield me with your mighty arm.

hold me with your pow'rful hand.

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 3 When | tread the verge of Jordan,

feed me now and evermore, bid my anxious fears subside;

feed me now and evermore. death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.

2 Open now the crystal fountain Songs and praises, songs and praises,

where the healing waters flow; | will raise forevermore,

let the fire and cloudy pillar | will raise forevermore.

lead me all my journey through.
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Shelley Jerviss Communion: Judy Munson, Jean
Choir Director: Jake Olson Halvorson, Lynn Meyer

Acolytes: Elin Kohnen, Alivia Halvorson Usher: Garret Reay, Megan Ulmen,
Reader: Lynn Meyer Duane Hegland

Announcements

Today Flower Order Forms Due.

Wednesday March 11" Holden Evening Worship 6:30 p.m.

Sunday March 15" Caring Collection we will be collecting macaroni & cheese,
peanut butter and canned fruit.

Saturday March 28th WELCA Spring Bake Sale 9am to 12pm.
Cakes, cookies, bars, breads, etc. Spring and Easter décor. Quilt drawing.
Coffee and tea bar with sweet treats for sale.

Sunday March 29t 9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion.




