
Cross of Christ Lutheran 
Church Council Minutes 

March 17, 2026 

6:00 pm  

Mission Statement: “As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to joyfully proclaim the gospel of 
Christ in word and deed, inviting people to worship together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, 
loving one another and serving a world in need.” 
 

Officers P A Pastors P A Cabinet P A Cabinet P A 

Bob Carlson 
(President) 

X  Pastor Dana 
Jackson 

X  Larry Jerviss 
(Finance) 

X  Ellen Hongerholt 
(Stewardship) 

X  

Jessica Boettger 
(Vice President) 

X     Amy Wood 
(Youth & Family) 

X  Dave Runningen 
(Personnel) 

 X 

Marsha Benson 
(Secretary) 

X     Mike Markegard 
(C of C Building) 

X  Gayle Smith 
(Worship & Music) 

X  

Patrick Forsyth 
(Financial Admin.) 

X     Chuck Halvorson 
(C of C Grounds) 

X  Heather Reay 
(Education) 

X  

Karen Christensen 
(Financial Sec.) 

 X    Jennifer Jarchow 
(Evangelism) 

X  Wayne Runningen 
(Stone Church) 

X  

      Lyn Halvorson 
(President WELCA) 

X  Mason Krings 
(Youth Rep.) 

 X 

 

a. Call to order – 6:00 pm 
President:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Council: Amen. 

b. Devotions – We prayed the Lord’s Prayer. 
c. Review of the Agenda –  
d. Reports – 

a. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Dana explained that we will have the caring collection this coming 
Sunday because church was cancelled last Sunday due to the snowstorm. 

b. President’s Report: Bob stated that we will be having Maundy Church services on Thursday, 
April 2nd. 

c. Secretary’s Report: Jess made a motion to approve February 17, 2026, Council Meeting 
minutes, seconded by Ellen. Motion passed unanimously. 

d. Financial Administrator’s Report: Patrick stated that we are $1,500 ahead of budget, year to 
date. Both giving and expenses were down in February. Mike made a motion to accept the 
Financial Administrator’s report; Amy seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

e. Cabinet Reports – 
a. Education: No Report 
b. Evangelism: No Report. 
c. Finance: Counting money is going well. Our allocation to the synod has dropped from 7% to 

5%, as approved at the annual meeting. Missions that the church sponsors can still be 
sponsored as in the past. 

d.  Personnel: We would like to welcome Lynn Meyer as a new member to the personnel 
committee and Bob Carlson as congregation President. We would also like to thank Ron 



Evenson for his many years of dedicated service to the personnel committee. Submitted by 
Dave Runningen. 

e. Cross of Christ Grounds: The bench in front of the church is very old. Chuck will move one 
of the benches from the back of the church in front to replace the failing bench. He will 
contact Lisa Skifton regarding the May 1st Community Clean up day. He will request that 
students pick up sticks on the church lawn. 

f. Cross of Christ Building: The stain-glass windows are out to be repaired. Thank you to Mike 
for all his work with this project. 

g. Stone Church and Cemetery: No Report. 
h.  Stewardship and Mission: At the end of February, we have $84,225 pledged toward the 

stain-glass window project 
i. Worship and Music: Cabinet members Shelley Jerviss, Eileen Hegland, Kathy & Jake Olson 

and Gayle Smith met with Pasto Dana. It was decided that we would not offer a Monday 
night service this summer, partly due to low attendance. The Stone Church services will 
continue at 8:30 a.m. every week.  We also discussed Easter week, and we will have a 
Maundy Thursday service. Last year we moved it to Wednesday to allow the Confirmation 
class and Club 56 to participate. One last item was the Easter Lily cross that is propped up 
on the altar and leans against the cross. It is hazardous to set up the cross, so we are 
exploring different options for the placement of the flowers. Submitted by Gayle Smith. 

j. Youth and Family: Emails about camp scholarships have gone out. We will remind 
everyone that we need egg donations for our Easter breakfast. Owl Pancake Breakfast was 
held March 7th. A total of 131 people attended with 40 volunteers working 2 shifts. A total of 
$982.33 was raised. Working with Ron for Easter breakfast. Submitted by Amy Wood. 

k. WELCA: March 28th will be our 28th Annual Spring Bake Sale and coffee bar. On April 18th the 
Synod is invited to Cross of Christ. Karla from the Owl Center will speak and Linda Lind will 
speak on plants of the bible.  We will also have music entertainment.  

f. Old Business – Coffee hour is covered until summer. 
g. New Business - May 2nd there will be the Synod Assembly. No one from Cross of Christ will be 

going. 
h. Open Discussion –  
i. Calendar – Up Coming events…… 

• March 17  6:00 Council Mtg./St. Patrick’s Day 
• March 18  6:30 a.m. Holden Evening Prayer Worship Service  
• March 20 & 21 9:00 a.m. Hobby Huddle 
• March 22  9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/FB 

   10:30 a.m. Coffee hr. 
   NO S.S./Club 56/Confirmation – Spring Break 

• March 25  6:30 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer Worship Service 
• March 28  9:00 a.m. C of C WELCA Spring Bake Sale/Easter Decor 
• March 29  9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion/FB 

   10:30 a.m. Coffee hr./S.S./Confirmation/Club 56/Cem. Mtg. 
   1st Communion Class (Rescheduled) 

• April 2   6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service 



• April 5   7 & 9:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion/FB 
   Noisy Offering/Breakfast served between services 

• April 6   2:00 p.m. Ruth Circle/Church Office Closed 
• April 12  8:30 a.m. Executive Board Meeting 

   9:30 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion/FB 
   10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 

Benediction President: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit order our days and our deeds in his 
peace. Amen 

Meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 

Respectfully, 

Marsha Benson, Secretary 

Cross of Christ Church Council 


