Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
204 S. Chase Street, Houston, MN

507-896-3102
Worship w/Holy Communion/Noisy Offering Collection/Baptism/FB

September 7, 2025

Monday: 2:00 Ruth’s Circle

Tuesday: 6:00 Executive Cabinet Meeting

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday: Wedding Rehearsal

Saturday: Johnson/Jogodka Wedding

Sunday: 9:30 Worship Service w/Holy Communion/FB/followed by coffee

Cross of Christ Mission Statement: As a fellowship of believers, it is our mission to
Joyfully proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and deed; inviting people to worship
together, nurturing them in the Christian faith, loving one another and serving a world in
need.



Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Gathering Song: ELW #641 “All Are Welcome” vs 1-3

1 Let us build a house where love can 2 Let us build a house where prophets
dwell and all can safely live, speak, and words are strong and true,
a place where saints and children tell where all God's children dare to seek
how hearts learn to forgive. to dream God's reign anew.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, Here the cross shall stand as witness
rock of faith and vault of grace; and as symbol of God's grace;

here the love of Christ shall end here as one we claim the

divisions: faith of Jesus: R

(Refrain) 3 Let us build a house where love is
All are welcome, all are welcome, found in water, wine and wheat:

all are welcome in this place. a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast

that frees us: R

Reading: Philemon 1-21
"Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, °because | hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢ pray that the partnership of
your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in
Christ. 7| have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do
the right thing, °yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and |, Paul, do this
as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°| am appealing to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father | have become during my imprisonment. "' Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 2| am sending him,



that is, my own heart, back to you. '*| wanted to keep him with me so that he might
minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, ' but | preferred to
do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. '® Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back for the long term, '® no longer as a slave but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

7So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. '8If he
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. '°1, Paul, am
writing this with my own hand: | will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your
own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart
in Christ. 2! Confident of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | ask. R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1

" Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
near the Lord. Hallelujah!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

P: The holy gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to

them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 2’ Whoever does not
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to



build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has
enough to complete it? 2° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 3°saying, ‘This fellow began to build and
was not able to finish.” 3" Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of
you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Dana Jackson

Hymn of the Day ELW #661 “I Love to Tell the Story”

2 | love to tell the story:

how pleasant to repeat

what seems, each time | tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!

| love to tell the story,

for some have never heard
the message of salvation

from God's own holy word. R

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,

of Jesus and his love.

| love to tell the story,
because | know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

(Refrain) 3 | love to tell the story,

I love to tell the story; for those who know it best
'twill be my theme in glory seem hungering and thirsting
to tell the old, old story to hear it like the rest.

of Jesus and his love. And when, in scenes of glory,

| sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that | have loved so long. R

The Holy Baptism of Avery Michael & Owen Tom

God gives us a new birth into a living home through the sacrament of baptism. By water
and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ.

Parents and sponsors who do you present to be baptized?

We present Avery Michael & Owen Tom.

Parent(s) called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your children baptized into Christ? | do.



You are entrusted with the responsibilities of bringing your children to worship, teaching
the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments. To teach your children how
to pray, to read the scriptures, to trust God and to care for others through word and deed.
Do you promise to help your children to grow in the Christian faith and life? | do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture your God-child in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God'’s Spirit? | do.

People of God, do you promise to support Avery Michael & Owen Tom and pray for
them in their lives in Christ? We do.

Parent(s) and Sponsors | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church. Do you renounce the forces that defy God, the devil, the
powers of this world that rebel against God and the ways of sin?

| renounce them.

Along with the congregation let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.



Baptism
Avery Michael & Owen Tom, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Congregation: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
Sign of the Cross

Avery Michael & Owen Tom, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

Candle
Jesus said, | am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Congregational Welcome
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ.

Gift of Quilt

Prayers of Intercession:
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Noisy Offering Collection
Offering Collection

Offertory Hymn# 186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
and renew a right spirit within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
Cast me not away from your presence, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Words of Institution



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Congregation Response: All are welcome.

The Distribution (Please sign the pew pad.)
Communion Hymns: 595, 677, 798, 715, 556

Sending Song: ELW #660 “Lift High the Cross” vs 1,3 & 4

(Refrain)

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
proclaim till all the world adore his as thou hast promised, draw us all to
sacred name. thee. R

1 Come, Christians, follow where our 4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
captain trod, our king victorious, Christ, praise to the Crucified for victory! R

the Son of God. R

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Thank You for helping with the service today:

Organist: Gayle Smith Communion: Denise Rostad, Linda
Choir Director: Jake Olson Marks, Sharon Marks, Sheri Johnson
Reader: Larry Jerviss Usher: Duane Hegland

Baptized during worship today Avery Michael Miller and Owen Tom Miller, sons of
Jack and Erin Miller. Avery and Owen’s sponsors for baptism are Darren and
Ashley O’Flanagan.



